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Thiz iz a verstarref an arfiice that was origimally pubiished on the Teacher Tatk blog ot azargrammar.com, t has been
actanred o make rha rafarénces maoré approgridte for faparnese lgarnears, Flease feel fred fo cooy it if o would ke
b use WTER pour stkdents, Chok here tr dowitload ¢ faganiess translatian of the articis, iF you frave any Bhrouehts on
the toplc, please add & carmment.

bary |2 panese people feel mevous 2nd exdoec when they use Cnglzh to speak ta pecple fram ather count-ies. This
i natural. Peoole ram other countries feel the same way when they try to speak Japanesz. Unfortunately, people
somelirmes say tirgs ina foreipe langoage ar they would rever say i§ they were speaking ie cheir ovn lanpuage.
This can make them sound rude, There are alse some things that would be okay 1o 2skin |apanese that might sound
rude if you asked them in English.

Fuven (Fwihal youw say s nal rade, it may stll aneoy the alther person or make them angry. Bermember thatl & et of the
noneasanese peaple in Japas have »een here for many wears. These pecple become tired af hearing the same
comments and questons aver and over again. If you want to commuJn cate effectively in cnglishwith people fram
pthieer countries, it is important to keoeewhad yoo showld say (o themn, Dot it is just as important (@ know whal you

should nofsay. Here |s a list of ten things chat you should avald.
1. Where are you firomsd

Trere are g couple of probkems with this questioe. The first s that it isin Fnglishe Remembar that not all peaple with
whitz ar black faces speak Engliza. Even Tthey do, they may b2 annayec If they came from a noar-English speaking
Country. I yvou want to talk ©o somes ne from anather courtry in eng ish, try spesking to them in Japanese first, (f vou
speas o chem in Eoplishg they mighl think that wouw just wane to practice with thermj W thay donot uanderstand yau
when yau speak [apanese. your mext cuestlon should ke, "Dio wou speak Engl <hz” Evzn IFveu find autthat they do, do
net ask them guestions about America Jn 2ss you are sure they are Trom the W, 1Rz s very annoying for peoole

wii coamie from ofher courtries.

The zecond problem wich this ¢ oesdon I that it showes the first thing vou are noticing anaut the person |= tha they
are different from you. it is therefore not a good way to start a conversation. 1715 much better to talk abaut the
erwircrrment weu are both inlo establish things youw have \ncommon. Some examplss migh: ba "1Fs ot toeay, sl
I, *Thiz smop s very crowded!™, or "Have vou been wiadng long? After wou have been talldre for a while, It ls skay to
azk, "Where are you froms, but do nottry te begin 2 corversation with th s guestion

2 "We |apanese.."

Many Jopanese people use this expression when they wan: Lo say wareware o, but mast non-Japenese feel

uncomfortable when they hear [t Tne reason (s that s strange because T sounds a3 (Fyouw are savirg that all
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1. Where are you from?

2. We Japanese ...

3. HARE L FT 944!

4. Do you like natto?

5. Can you use chopsticks?

6. Your eyes are so blue!

/. Japan is an island country.

8. Are you married?

9. When are you going back to your country?

10.Do you like Japanese sushi?



1. Language
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"l do speak English, but
you shouldn’t presume
that everybody does.”



But we're speaking Japanese!

https://youtu.be/oLt5qSm9U80



What kind of Asian are you?

https://lyoutu.be/DWynJkNSHbQ
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2. Topics
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3. Context




Gaijin Panic Mode
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“Japan is an island country!”
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4. Manners
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Swearing
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5. Common ground
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