Five things to consider
when talking to people
from other countries

David Barker
Gifu University



FOME AZDUT US BLOG NEWS 800KS5 ORLCERS CONTALZT US

Ten Things You Should Not Say to Peaple
from Other Countries

By Davd Larker | Wecnesday May 9th, 2012 | 44 %

This iz g version of an article that was criginally published on the Teacher Talk blog ot azargrammar.com. It has been
adapred ¢ make the references mere approgriate for [apanese learners. Flease fee! free o covy it if you would ke
-~

to use with your students. Click here ta downlcad & Jaganese translation of the aracdle. IF you have any though'ts on

the topic, please add a carmment.

Many |apanese people feel ne-vous 2nd exdrtac '‘when they use Cngl sh to speak to pecple from cther count-ies. This
is natural. Peoole rom other countries feel the same way when they try to speak apanes2. Unfortunately, peop
sometimes say Lirgs in a foreigr anguage that they would rever say if they were speaking ir their ovin lanpuape.
Tnis can make them sound rude, There are alsc some things that would be okay 1o ask in |apanese that might sound
rude if you askad them 'n English.

Fven Twhat you say is nat rade, it may still anroy the other person or make them angry. Remember that a kot o the
nen-jasanese people in Japan have seén here for many years. These pecple become tired of hearing the same
comments and questions over and over 2gain. If you want to commun cate effectively in english with peop'e from
other countries, it is important to keow what you should say ta themn, out it is just as important ta know what you

should norsay. | lere Is a list of ten things that you should avoid.

1. Where are you from?

Tnere are a couple of problens with this quast or. The first s that it isin Fnglsh. Remember that not all people with
wAlt2 e~ b ack faces speak Englizn. Even fthey do, they may ba annaoyec If they come from a nor-English speaking
country. If you want to talk ©¢ somecne from another courtry in =ng ish, try speaking to them in Japanese first. (f you
sped< o themin Enplish, they might think that you just want to practice with therm ) i they do not understand yau
wAen you speak [apanese. your nexteuestion should be, "Do you speak Englch?” Evan If you find out that they do, do
not ask them guestions bout America un ess you are sure they are rom the U.5. [Fis is very annoying for peoole

wna come from other courtries.

Tne second problem with this cuesdon Is that it shows the first thing you are noticing aseut the person s thatthey
are different from you. Itis therefore not a gcod way to start a conversation. IT1s much better to talk atout the
evironment you are both 'nto estahlish things you have 'n common. Some examplas migh: be "lt's not tocay, sn't
It!”, *This 3n0p Is very crewdad!”, or "Have you been waidng leng? after you have been talkirg for a whi'g, it |s okay to
ask, ‘Wrere are you from.”, but do not try te begin 2 corversation with th s question

2. "We Japanese.."

Many Jepanese people use this expression when they wan: Lo say wareware runonjin, but most non-Japenese feel

uncomfortable when they hear It Cne reason Is that It Is strange because It sounds as If you are sayirg that all
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1. Where are you from?

2. We Japanese ...

BHAE LLFTIN!

4. Do you like natto?

5. Can you use chopsticks?

6. Your eyes are so blue!

/. Japan is an island country.

8. Are you married?

9. When are you going back to your country?

10.Do you like Japanese sushi?
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“| do speak English, but
you shouldn’t presume
that everybody does.”



But we're speaking Japanese!

https://youtu.be/oLt5qgSm9U80
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3. Context
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Gaijin Panic Mode
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‘Japan is an island country!”
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4. Manners
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Swearing
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5. Common ground
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“Do you like natto?”
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