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! Social science studies “us” humans and our purposive 
activities

! Because we humans through our purposive activities are the 
creators of the social world it is possible to have complete 
knowledge of it – our societies, polities, and so forth.

! In the social world the study avenue of physical 
experimentation is closed. 

! Famous German philosopher G.W.F. Hegel said about social 
knowledge, >*+, (5. () B#%,"<3 &1",3/& #*& 5#%$& 3* /4&9?e What he was 
suggesting is that knowledge in the social world is “post-
dictive”. That is, it is like looking out the rear window of a car 
as we drive by – through disciplined thought we can examine 
what “we” have done in our societies and assess whether we 
should keep doing what we are doing or change directions.  
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