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® Romanticism v. Classicism ¥ \* J & X
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e Cf. Thomas Carlyle (1827): the ‘grand
controversy, so hotly urged, between
the Classicists and Romanticists’
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Classmlsm

- ® Deference to the forms and rules of Greek
- = and Latin literature

- e (Clarity, focus, decorum

® An ideal imitation of life, “Nature
= methodiz’d”

e Aiming to improve our morals
® Eschewing enthusiasm

® Accepting human limitations and the
necessity of order

o Enhﬁhtenment (astronomy, physics,
mat ematlcs) > [saac Newton




Romanticism
® 7.7 |
- @ Rebelled against Classic forms and rules ?
e Unclear, unfocused, unbalanced, fragmented ;

e Pursuit of an ideal beyond life

e Dismissing the order and moral codes of
society

® Indulging in lyric sentiment and enthusiasm

® Denying human limitations and the necessity
of order

e Challenging the Enlightenment
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Sensibility
- B E oA A Y LT “sensibility” |
| | YEATA5 E‘
“ ® 1660-1740 the Augustan Age = Classicism
(Neoclassicism) b

® 1740-1789 the Age of Sensibility [=
Pre-Romanticism?]

i%. ® 1789-1832 the Age of Romanticism
\ Cf. Janet Todd, Sensibility: An Introduction

|




A‘”i"uu'l

AN

a“oiumuluii f

e iG7&45¥ (moral philosophy)

e British moralists: Earl of Shaftesbury, Francis
Hutcheson, David Hume, Adam Smith

o ART. &£%(LA4b kid

e moral sense 23 A 8] D #2269 £ F& D F S (L2
B> 6T w<L

e altruism, sociability, sensibility, sympathy,
benevolence, good

o f ZAHA [ ¥V RXDEFYVRFASG]
£ 59T R4, 2009
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e Samuel Richardson, Pamela; or, Virtue
Rewarded (1740-41)
e C(larissa; or, History of a Young Lady
(1747-48)
® Jean-Jacque Rousseau, Julie, or the New

Héloise: Letters of Two Lovers who Live in
a Small Town at the Foot of the Alps

(1761)
® Goethe, The Sorrows of Young Werther

(1774)
Strum und Drang




The Cult of Sensibility £

e Melancholy, cf. ennui

e.g. Thomas Gray, ‘Elegy Written in a Country
i, Churchyard’ (1751) P
: e Edward Young, The Complaint; or Night-Thoughts on |

Life, Death, and Immortality (1742) |

® —> Gothic Novels ?? s
{—Iogagze Walpole, The Castle of Otranto: A Gothic Story
1764
Matthew Lewis, The Monk (1796)
Cf. Mary Shelley, Frankenstein (1818)
Samuel Taylor Coleridge, ‘Dejection’ (1802)
John Keats, ‘Ode on Melancholy’ (1819)
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Chateaubriand, Génie du Christianisme (1802)

® We are undeceived without having enjoyed
life . . . Imagination is rich, fertile, and
marvellous; life is poor, arid, and
disenchanted. We dwell, with a full heart, in
an empty world; and, without having
enjoyed anything, we are disabused of
everything. e y




Lenore, &

® Thomas Percy, ‘Sweet William’s Ghost’ |
® - Gottfried August Biirger, Lenore (1773) £
e —> William Taylor of Norwich'’s translation
S
S

—> Samuel Taylor Coleridge,

‘The Rime of the Ancient Mariner’ (1798) / Christabel

(1797, 1800")
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e.g. Goethe, Erlkonig (1782)
- Franz Schubert, Erlkénig (1815)

[an Bostridge,
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mmx4MN3xZpM



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mmx4MN3xZpM
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http://www.campus.ouj.ac.jp/~gaikokugo/romanticism/zone_eg/work.html

Franz Schubert, Erlkonig (1815)
[an Bostridge
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mmx4MN3xZpM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5gkOOGYnNlc&feature=related

