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In 1924 the theory and practical method of determining the sexes of newly
hatched chicks were described by Masui and his colleagues which were based
upon anatomical differences of the cloacae. The differences can only be
detected accurately and consistently in live chicks after a period of training
and apprenticeship that varies between three to five years. During the past 50
years, the poultry industry has relied primarily on the Japanese schools to
provide the skilled personnel to vent sex most of the egg laying stocks. The
proficiency of chick sexers varies among pure lines and strains from a low of
800 chicks per hour at 95 % accuracy to a high of 1300 chicks per hour at 99
% accuracy. Due to the immense cost to train professional vent sexers,
feather sexing has now replaced vent sexing for the majority of newly
hatched chicks in the industry.
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(Gen Comp Endocrinology, Abinawanto et al., 1996)
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for manipulation of sex: production of only
female chicks
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Potential application of intracytoplasmic sperm injection (ICSI)
for production of transgenic birds and conservation of genetic
resources of endangered species of birds




