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Email assignment 
•  Exploring the unconscious side 
•  To fail to become a member of a nation: Is 

a nation homogenous? Function/
dysfunction 

•  Nation-states as an ideal type 
•  How to consider the changes along with 

times: beginning of nation-state building 
and after (the present) 



Why Assimilation	

•  Japanese policy toward ethnic minority 
groups has been called assimilation. 
– Colonization and its remains 
– Newcomers (immigrants) 

•  Assimilation as a problematic term: to 
which degree do people look for the 
sameness?	



How to Conceptualize 
Assimilation	

•  Acculturation, adaptation, integration, 
modes of incorporation, etc. 

•  “Good” assimilation vs. “bad” (downward) 
assimilation 

•  Assimilation into what: mainstream or 
other groups 	



Background of Assimilation 
Theory	

•  Mainly developed in USA as a country of 
immigrants 

•  How about indigenous peoples (native 
minorities)? 

•  How is it real or idealistic: melting pot, 
salad bowl, mosaic, vegetable soup, etc.	



Assimilation Theory in 1960s 
(Gordon 1964)	

 



Assimilation Theory After 1970s	

•  Dominant view up to 1960s: minority groups 
would disappear in the future 

•  After 1970s: reflecting rise of minority groups in 
1960s (such as civil rights movement), ‘ethnicity’ 
got popularity 

→revised and detailed discussion: many deal with 
immigrants, paying attention to generation, 
gender and differences of groups, etc.  

@Gordon’s contribution: differentiate cultural 
assimilation and structural assimilation 

 	



Segmented Assimilation  
(Portes and Rumbaut 1996)  

3 types of acculturation 
– Dissonant acculturation: children 

acculturated while parents are not 
– Consonant acculturation: both parents 

and children acculturated 
– Selective acculturation: immigrant 

families preserve a part of their culture 
selectively 



Discussion	

•  Which variable is important to measure 
assimilation? 

•  What if assimilation does not take place? (ethnic 
enclave) 

•  How far should we follow the process? 
•  From which side is assimilation discussed? 
•  How is assimilation directed if it does not take 

place as something natural? (policy) 
•  Are there any theory / model which apply to the 

majority-(indigenous) minority relations? 
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【Email assignment】 
How do you discuss assimilation to describe 
the relations between ethnic majority and 
ethnic minorities in a country (or in a 
society)? Or can you make a different 
conceptual / model? 



【Preparation】 
What is the definition of multiculturalism? 
What types of multiculturalism do exist? 
How has Malaysia kept balance between 
national integration and diversity? 	


