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John Locke, Essay on Human Understanding (1690)
The human mind is tabula rasa.
An argument against ‘rationalists’.

William Blake, Visions of the Daughters of Albion (1793)
Arise my Theotormon I am pure.
Because the night is gone that clos’d me in its deadly black.
They told me that the night & day were all that I could see;
They told me that I had five senses to inclose me up.
And they inclos’d my infinite brain into a narrow circle.
And sunk my heart into the Abyss, a red round globe hot burning
Till all from life I was obliterated and erased. 28-34

William Wordsworth, ‘Tintern Abbey’ (1798)
Once again
Do I behold these steep and lofty cliffs,
Which on a wild secluded scene impress
Thoughts of more deep seclusion.

Samuel Taylor Coleridge, ‘Dejectoin: An Ode’ (1802)
we receive but what we give
And in our life alone does Nature live:
Ours is her wedding-garment, ours her shroud!

.. from the soul itself must issue forth
A light, a glory, a fair luminous cloud
Enveloping the Earth —
And from the soul itself must there be sent
A sweet and potent voice, of its own birth,
Of all sweet sounds the life and element!
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Pantheism # polytheistic paganism

Baruch (Benedict) Spinoza, The Ethics
God = Nature
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=» Friedrich Schlegel: ‘I hardly understand how one can be a poet unless one honours, loves, and
appropriates Spinoza’. (Conversations on Poetry)
Schelling, the notion of a living organic universe
Heinrich Heine: Spinoza is ‘my comrade in unbelief”.



Wordsworth: with an eye made quiet by the power
Of harmony, and the deep power of joy,
We see into the life of things.

Joseph Priestley, [#7/& & ¥&##h] Disquisitions relating to Matter and Spirit (1777)
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=>» Albert Einstein, ‘I believe in Spinoza’s God, who reveals himself in the orderly harmony of
what exists, not in a God who concerns himself with the fates and actions of human beings’.
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Romantics against science?
e.g. Blake on Newton

Keats, ‘Lamia’ (1820)
There was an awful rainbow once in heave:
We know her woof, her texture; she is given
In the dull catalogue of common things.
Philosophy will clip an Angel’s wings,
Conquer all mysteries by rule and line,
Empty the haunted air, and gnomed mine---
Unweave a rainbow.

Schelling, in pursuit of nature as a living organic universe
‘Spinozism of physics’
Interested in chemistry, electricity, and magnetism
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Humphry Davy

—  Mary Shelley, Frankenstein
‘Romantic Science’ & U 9 FEFRIZ AIHED ?

Richard Holmes, The Age of Wonder (2008)
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—  Joseph Banks (James Cook’s expedition, E3X.F = — « H—F > ENHR)

—  Erasmus Darwin, The Botanic Garden (1789-91)
—  Beatrix Potter, Peter Rabbit
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Coleridge + Southey



