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1) ‘patriotism’= nationalism ?
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Germaine de Staél, On Germany (1810)
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Eric Hobsbawm: ‘an epidemic of history-writing overwhelmed Europe in the first half of the
19th century’
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Southey writing on the histories of Portugal, Brazil, and the Peninsular War
Lamartine, a history of the Girondins
Pushkin, a history of the Pugachev rebellion
Ugo Foscolo, Dei Sepolcri (On Tombs) (1807)
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7V 25056 (the Grimm brothers)
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e.g. pater (L) = Vater (Gn) = father (E)
frater (L) = phratria (Gk) = Bruder (Gn) = brother
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Walter Scott, historical novels, such as Waverley (1814) and Ivanhoe (1816)
The Bride of Lammermoor (1819)
— A <7~ Lucia di Lammermoor (1835) by Donizetti

Old Mortality (1816)
— | Puritani di Scozia (1835) by Bellini.

Victor Hugo, Notre-Dame de Paris (1831), Les Misérables (1862)
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Thomas Paine, Common Sense
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Richard Price, A Discourse on the Love of Our Country (1789)

The love of our country has, in all times, been a subject of warm commendations; and it is certainly a
noble passion; but, like all other passions, it requires regulation and direction. There are mistakes and
prejudices by which, in this instance, we are in particular danger of being misled. I will briefly
mention some of these to you, and observe,

First, That by our country is meant, in this case, not the soil, or the spot of earth on which we happen
to have been born; not the forests and fields, but that community of which we are members; or that
body of companions and friends and kindred who are associated with us under the same constitution
of government, protected by the same laws, and bound together by the same civil polity.

Secondly, It is proper to observe, that even in this sense of our country, that love of it which is our
duty, does not imply any conviction of the superior value of it to other countries, or any particular
preference of its laws and constitution of government. Were this implied, the love of their country
would be the duty of only a very small part of mankind; for there are few countries that enjoy the
advantage of laws and governments which deserve to be preferred. To found, therefore, this duty on
such a preference, would be to found it on error and delusion. It is however a common delusion.
There is the same partiality in countries, to themselves, that there is in individuals. All our
attachments should be accompanied, as far as possible, with right opinions. We are too apt to confine
wisdom and virtue within the circle of our own acquaintance and party. Our friends, our country, and,
in short, every thing related to us, we are disposed to overvalue. A wise man will guard himself
against this delusion. He will study to think of all things as they are, and not suffer any partial
affections to blind his understanding. In other families there may be as much worth as in our own. In
other circles of friends there may be as much wisdom; and in other countries as much of all that
deserves esteem; but, notwithstanding this, our obligation to love our own families, friends, and
country, and to seek, in the first place, their good, will remain the same.

Thirdly, It is proper I should desire you particularly to distinguish between the love of our country
and that spirit of rivalship and ambition which has been common among nations. What has the love
of their country hitherto been among mankind? What has it been but a love of domination; a desire of
conquest, and a thirst for grandeur and glory, by extending territory, and enslaving surrounding
countries? What has it been but a blind and narrow principle, producing in every country a contempt
of other countries, and forming men into combinations and factions against their common rights and
liberties? This is the principle that has been too often cried up as a virtue of the first rank: a principle
of the same kind with that which governs clans of Indians, or tribes of Arabs, and leads them out to
plunder and massacre. As most of the evils which have taken place in private life, and among
individuals, have been occasioned by the desire of private interest overcoming the public affections;
so most of the evils which have taken place among bodies of men have been occasioned by the desire
of their own interest overcoming the principle of universal benevolence: and leading them to attack
one another?s territories, to encroach on one another’s rights, and to endeavour to build their own
advancement on the degradation of all within the reach of their power?what was the love of their
country among the Jews, but a wretched partiality to themselves, and a proud contempt of all other
nations? What was the love of their country among the old Romans? We have heard much of it; but I
cannot hesitate in saying that, however great it appeared in some of its exertions, it was, in general,
no better than a principle holding together a band of robbers in their attempts to crush all liberty but
their own. What is now the love of his country in a Spaniard, a Turk, or a Russian? Can it be
considered as any thing better than a passion for slavery, or a blind attachment to a spot where he
enjoys no rights, and is disposed of as if he was a beast?



